CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

inevitably takes a political cast For it im-
plies a reaction against all the ideas and ideals
of the western world, the representatives of
which in India are the English The Arya
Somaj, for instance, is primarily a society for
educating Indians in their own religion, and
for reforming by Indians, on Indian lines, what
seems to be defective in their civilisation But
the association is generally regarded by the
English as seditious; and I should think it
quite probable that it really is so, indirectly if
not directly, just as the Celtic movement in
Ireland, though not political in its aim, carries
with it political antagonism to the English, as
a necessary adjunct to its aesthetic and re-
ligious antagonism In short, in so far as
Indians develop a self-consciousness which is
fundamentally Indian in character, they must
necessarily object more and more to control
by a western race

This antagonism of mental attitude is in-
tensified and exasperated by the social gulf
to which I have referred Large numbers of
Indians are educated in English universities.
They find that in England an impalpable
barrier separates them from their fellow-
students; a barrier which is not deliberately
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